*GENRE:  AN SF AUTOBIOGRAPHY? (Justin)  AN SF MEMOIR?
-what can The Forever War do or show us that a realist treatment of Vietnam couldn't?

-time dilation and modern warfare

"Must have been that Indochina thing, but it had fizzled out before I was born." (12)

"Ancestors only a few generations back would have done the same thing, even to their fellow men, without any hypnotic conditioning." (80)

"And in the past, people whose country was at war were constantly in contact with the war.  The newspapers would be full of reports, veterans would return from the front." (144)

*CYBERNETICS and HUMANS AS TOOLS

-communication, feedback, reaction
"Remember, semi-logarithmic response:  two pounds' pressure exerts five pounds' force; three pounds' gives ten; four pounds', twenty-three; five pounds', forty-seven." (17)

-automation and the speed of response
"It was the only arrangement that could really be expected to work, with the horizon so close and human reflexes so slow." (41)

-the shift from having humans decide to do something, to having humans decide not to do something (dead man's trigger)

-tactics vs. logistics (95)

"We were being ignored by the ship's two doctors, who stood in bright light at operating tables, absorbed in blood rituals.  I watched them for a long time.  Squinting into the bright light, the blood on their green tunics could have been grease, the swathed bodies, odd soft machines that they were fixing.  But the machines would cry out in their sleep, and the mechanics muttered reassurances while they plied their greasy tools." (173)

"Robots don't make good soldiers."  "They would," I said.  "Up to the twenty-first century.  Behavioral conditioning would have been the answer to a general's dream.  Make up an army with all the best features of the SS, the Praetorian Guard, the Golden Horde.  Mosby's Raiders, the Green Berets."  He laughed over his glass.  "Then put that army up against a squad of men in modern fighting suits.  It'd be over in a couple of minutes." (195)

*WARFARE and ECONOMICS

war as "the continuation of politics by other means" (Carl von Clausewitz)

"Wars are won not by a simple series of battles won, but by a complex interrelationship among military victory, economic pressures, logistic maneuvering, access to the enemy's information, political postures--dozens, literally dozens of factors." (109)

"The main effect of the war on the home front was economic, unemotional--more taxes but more jobs as well. [...] The most important fact about the war to most people was that if it ended suddenly, Earth's economy would collapse." (144)

"The fact was, Earth's economy needed a war, and this one was ideal.  It gave a nice hole to throw buckets of money into, but would unify humanity rather than dividing it." (274)
*CHANGE and FUTURE SHOCK - compare to "Things aren't different.  Things are things." (Neuromancer)

Back in the seventies, some people felt that technological progress was so rapid that people, normal people, couldn't cope with it; that they wouldn't have time to get used to the present before the future was upon them." (108)

"A lot has changed, these twenty years.  You've got to change, too." (152, Rhonda to William)
"The future is already here - it's just not very evenly distributed." (William Gibson)

